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1 . The amendment received April 9, 2003 has been made of record. Claims 5 and 
14-17 are pending. 

2. The finality of the previous Office action is withdrawn and prosecution on the 
merits is hereby reopened in light of new prior art submitted by applicants. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

otdtGS. 

5. Claims 5 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by GB '447. 

GB '447 discloses vulcanizable composition comprising rubber and bismuth 
trioxide. The bismuth trioxide is taught as present in amounts of 1 to 37.5% (claim 2). 

These compositions are further taught as useful for the manufacture of tire parts 
(page 1, lines 27-36 and page 3, lines 18-21). 

Therefore the reference anticipates the rejected claims. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made 
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7. Claims 5 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over GB '447. 

GB '447 discloses vulcanizable rubber compositions as discussed above. In the 
event that applicant successfully traversed the rejections above based on arguments 
relating to the bismuth trioxide being one of three metal oxide, it is the position of the 
examiner that it would have been at least obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
silent bismuth trioxide from the oxides taught as suitable with the expectation that 
beneficial results would ensure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Cain whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0042. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9311 for regular communications and (703) 305-7115 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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E. Cain/dh 
April 17,2003 




